526 Water Supply Bill.

COOLGARDIE WATER SUPPLY LOAN
BILL.

SECOND READING—ADJOURNED DEBATE.

Tue Hon. D. K. CONGDON: I move
that this Order of the Day be discharged
and made an Order of the Day for the
next sitting of the House.

Ter Hon. R. G. BURGES: I think
it is wost unfair to country members who
have come to town especially for the pur-
pose of considering this Bill. Besides
this, 1 think it is better that we should
get on with the work.

Terz MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom): I can only say that
I am entirely in the hands of the House,
and if » majority of hon. members wish
to adjowrn in order to hear in another
place the most important speech of the
session I shall offer no objection.

Tue How. J. H. TAYLOR: 1 shall
oppose theadjournment. [am a country
member, residing 380 miles from here. I
have come down twice for the purpose of
taking part in the discussion, and I think
it only fair that we should go on.

Tae PRESIDENT (Hon. S8ir G
Shenton): Under our Standing Orders
the question for the adjournment of the
debate must be put without discussion.

Question, That the Order of the Day
be discharged, and made an Order of the
Day for the next sitting of the House, put.

The House divided with the following
result:-—

Ayes ... .. 8
Noes . .. 6

Majority for ... 2

NoEs.

The Hon. H, Briggs

‘The Hon. R. G. Burges
The Hon. R. 5. Haynes
The Hon. A. B, Kidson
The Hon. J. E. Richardson
The Hon. J. H. Taylor

(Tellor).

AYES.

The Hen. D. K. Congdon
The Hon. C. E. Dempster
‘I'he Hon, E. McLarty

The Hon. 5. H. Parker
The Hon, C. A. Piesse

The Hon, W, Spencer

The Hou. F. M. Stone

The Hoo. S, J. Haynes

(T'eller).

Order of the Day discharged, and

made an Order of the Day for the next
sitting of the House.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House, at 310 o'clock, pm.,
adjourned until Wednesday, 2nd Sep-
tember, 1896, at 4-30 o'clock, p.m.

[COUNCIL.

Streets Closure Bill.

Legislative Assembly,
Thursday, 27th August, 1896.

Question: Assistance to establish Wineries—Companies
Act Ameundiment Bill: third reading—Criminal
Evidence Bill: third reading—=Streets and Roads
(Greenmgunt and Marble Bar) Closure Bill: in
committee—Supply of Water to Municipalilies

&e. Bill: first reading-—Aunual Estimates and
Finnnginl Statement: in Committee of Supply—
Adjournment.

Tae SPEAKER took the chair at 4-30

o'clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

QUESTION—ASSISTANCE T0 ESTAB-

LISH WINERIES.

Mr. CLARKSON, in accordance with
notice, asked the Premier whether the
Government are willing to assist in the
establishment of wineries in the larger
vine-growing districts of the colony. If
s0, to what extent ?

TrE PREMIER (Hou. Sir J. Forrest)
replied : No final decision has yet been
arrived at. The Government are in sym-
pathy with the idea.

COMPANIES ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
THIRD READING.
Bill read a third time, and passed.

CRIMINAL EVIDENCE BILL.
THIRD READING.
Bill read a third time, and transmitted
to the Legislative Council.

STREETS AND ROADS (GREENMOUNT
AND MARBLE BAR) CLOSURE BILL.
The House went iuto commitiee to

consider the Bill.

IN COMMITTEE.

Clause 1—agreed to.

Schedule :

Tuae COMMISSIONER OF GROWN
LANDS (Hon. A. R. Richardson) ex-
plained that two verbal errors in the
printing of the Schedule hud occurred.
(Errors corrected accordingly.) Refer-
ring to the proposed closure of a road at
Marble Bar, he said the particular road
had been diverted because a better route
was found available. Asto the proposed
closure at Greenmount near Smith’s Mill,
the contour of the country was such that
the read originally marked on the map
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would be too costly to make, and a more
practicable route baving now been sur-
veyed, it was intended to make a reoad
along that route and close the other road.
Put and passed.
Preamble and title—agreed to.
Bill reported, without amendment.
Report adopted.

SUPPLY OF WATER TO MUNICIPALI-
TIES &c. BILL.
Introduced by the Presier, and read
a first time.

At 450 o'clock, on the motion of the
Prenier, the Sreaxer left the chair (in
anticipation of the Finuncial Statement).

At 730 pm. the SpeAKER resumed the
chair.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1896-97.

A Message from His Excellency the
Governor, transmitting the Estimates of
Revenue and Expenditure for the financial
year 1896-97, was presented and read.

THE FINANCIAL STATEMENT.
IN COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY.

The House having resolved itself into
Committee of Supply, to consider His
Excellency's Message and the Annual
Estimates, Mr. Traylen took the chair.

Tue PREMIER axp TREASURER
(Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said: My Traylen,
Sir—This is the seventh occasion on
whic¢h 1 have had the honow: und pleasnre
of introducing the annnal Estimates of
Revenue and Expenditure to this House,
and of placing before hon. members the
financial position of the colony. On
every one of these occasions, I am glad
to be able to say, 1 hLave had a very
good account to give of our present
position and fnture prospects.

Review of the Past.

We all know that on the first occasion
—in February, 1891—the colony was not
in anything like the position it is in at
the present time; but, for all that, the
Government which I have the honour to
represent took a sanguine view of the
colony’s future, and advocated what I
think we then termed a bold policy, with
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the object of increasing the facilities of
transit thronghout cur territory, and of
placing em- producers in a position to com-
pete with producers in other parts of the
world. From that day up to the present
time the revenune of the colony has been
steadily increasing, some times ipore
rapidly than at other times; but still I
think I may say the revenue of the
colony from that date has been increasing
at a rate which has given satisfaction to
the members of this House. On that
occasion 1 estimated the revenme for
the year 1891 at £444 165, while for
the financial year which ended on the
30th June last the revenue actually
received by the Treasury was £1,858,694.
On other occasions I have taken a
sangnine view of the future, and have
been able to place before hon. members
a statement of owr condition which, as I
have just said, has given satisfaction to
this House; but te-night, sir, I have the
pleasure and the honour to place Lefore
hou. members w state of things which, [
think, has been rarely eyualled in any
country. In analysing the figuves, as I
have had to do during the last few days,
I have been carvied along from point to
point, each position appearing even more
satisfactory than the former one. 1
regret that, to-night, I have a long task
before me; but I feel swe 1 will not
ask in vain for a careful hearing, while I
do my best to place the financial position
clearly before this House and the country.

Population and Increase.

First of ull, sir, T shall desl with the
question of population. A countvy can-
nob be great, and cannot be progressive,
unless it has a consuderable population.
On June 30, 1895, the population of the
colony was estimated to be 89,550, on
June 30 this year it had veached 122,420,
an increase in 12 months of 32,870, If
we compare for a moment the present

opulation with what it was on June
30th, 1890, just before this Government
came into office, and just before we
obtained what is known as Responsible
Government, we find that we have in-
creased during the six years from 44,758
to 122,420, an increase of 77,662, or a
little over a thousand a month as an
average from that date up to the presen
time. And, up to a year ago, 1 remember
that the average of a thousand a month
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had for some time been going on
fairly regularly, but during the past
year it has nearly reached an aver-
age of three thousand a month. As
hon. members know, during that year
we have attracted some of the best
men from the Eastern colonies, whe come
here in search of business and 1n search
of fortune, and almost every business firm
of eminence in the Kastern colonies has,
I am glad to say, turned its attention
towards ws, and the cry is “still they
come.”

Past Year's Revenue—A Comparison.

The revenue for the past year, as han.
members are, no doubf, aware, has been
very satisfactory. We began the year
with a credit balance of £277,232; the
estimated revenune that I placed before
hon. members, and which was approved
of by this House, was £1,311,150,
while the actnal revenue received was
£1,858,605, an increase over my estimate
of £547,545. From my point of view
this is indeed very satisfactory. I have
1o doubt some hon. members may think
that it was not & very good estimate, or
very good financing, when it was out by
such a large sum as £3547,545, but
I think that so long as the Treasurer,
whoever he may be, whether myself or
anyone else, is able to place before hon.
members the tale I will be able to place
before them to-night, they will not be
very hard npon him in that he estimated
the revenue at very much less than was
afterwnrds cobtained. I think not only
this House will perbaps forgive him, but
I am sure the people of the colony will
also do so. It 1s not very easy, I think—
though some persons more gifted than
myself may be able to do it—in a colony
that is marching at such rapid strides
as the colony is at present, to estimate
with certainty what the revenue for the
coming year will be, and if T err at
all I would myself rather err on the
side of under-estimating than over-
estimating the revenue. The main in-
creases during the yemr were on the
following items:—Customs was esti-
mated at £560,000; it realised £780,901,
an iIncrease of £220,901. Land rev-
enue was estimated at £1138,700; it
realised £151,573, an increase of
£37,6873. Mining was estimated at
£78,800; it realised £135,168, an in-
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crease of £56,368. Postages were esti-
mated at £41,500; they realised £63,802,
an increase of £22,302. Telegrams were
estimated at #£45500; they realised
£83,330, an increase of £37,830. Rail-
ways were estimated at £360,000; they
realised £472,035, an increase of
£112,035. Water receipts were esti-
mated at £14,500; and realised £30,000,
an increase of £15,500. The stamp ve-
venue was estimated at £30,000; it
realised £58,696, an increase of £28,696,
and from the smaller items of revenne
we received excesses on the estimates,
amounting, in all, to £16,040, making
up, as I have just stated, an increase on
revenue over the estitnate of £547,545.
Comparing the revenue of the past year,
which was £1,858,605, with the preced-
ing yeax's revenue of £1,125,941, we see
the extraovdinary increase of £732,754,
and if we remember for a moment, and I
am sure many of us will remember if,
that when we undertook self-government,
we bad arevenue of only £414,000, surely
there is good reason to be satisfied with
our present circumstances,

Past Year's Expenditure.

The expenditure, sir, for the past year
was in keeping with the revenue. 1
believe you will always find it the case
that, however great the revenue, the
expenditure will increase with it. The
increase of revenne brings increased
responsibilities, and that will be seen,
I am sure, by hon. members throughout
this statement which I make to-night.
It will be shown that, while the
revenue is increasing, the demands on
it are also increasing. The estimated
expenditure last year was £1,572,606,
and the actual expenditure £1,823,863,
showing an increase over estimate of
£251,357. Now, sir, seeing that the
revenue was £1.858,695, and the expendi-
ture £1,823,863, there was a saving on
the year of £34,832. We spent £34,832
less than we received, which, I think,
taking all the circumstances of the
colony into consideration, is eminently
satisfactory. As you all know, we began
the yeur with a credit balanceof £277,232,
and therefore that amount added to the
saving on the year (£34,832) represents
the credit balance that we had on June
30th last of £312,064. The principal
increases of expenditure over the esti-
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mate are made up of the following.—
The Medical Department spent £21,896
more than the estimate. The reason, of
cowrse, as hon. members are aware, is
not far to seek. With the large popula-
tion existing on the goldfields, and the
prevalence of sickness upeon the fields,
caused, I have no doubt, to a very large
extent by hardship and by want of water,
and consequent want of cleanliness, it
is not surprising, in fuct I wonder the
medical vote did not exceed the estimate
by a greater saum than £21,836. We
have a great deal to do on the gold-
fields, as hon. members know, in trying
tocopewithsickness prevalentthere inthe
summer time, and the Government have
desived to be liberal. We have not tried to
pinch in that direction, and, while keeping
a tight hand on the purse, we have tried
to be liberal and do all that was possible
for the suffering people on the goldfields,
and I am surprised that the excess has
not been greater than £21,896. In the
police vote one might have expected =
larger increase, but £5,186 has only been
exceeded by the Police Department aver
the estimates for last year. The Admir-
alty Survey, which was a new item, and
included the purchase of the steamship
Victoria, by which the survey has been
carried on very much more quickly and
economically, has cost £10,844, for which
there was no vote. Customs exceeded
the estimate by £6,086, and Miscel-
lancous Services by £55511, This
£55,511 was made up in part by Sani-
tation Grants on the goldfields £8,972,
the purchase of land, principally in
the city of Perth £32314, and ex-
cesses on the Municipal Grant of pound
for pound on their revenus, of £6,313,
and othersmallitems. Railwaysand Tram-
ways exceeded the estimate by £40,067.
Works and Buildings by £53,580,
Postal and Telegraphs by £47.909,
and the Mining Department by £6,547.
This accounts for a sum of £247,626,
and the remaining excesses of expenditure
over the estimate amounting to £5,930,
are distributed over other items of the
Estimates of expenditure. There is one
very pleasant fact I wish to record to-
night, and I am sure it will be as agree-
able to the House as it is to myself.
Leaving out the amount expended on the
hospitals, which no one can prevent under
existing circumstances, as people getting
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' ill must be attended to, I am glad to be

able to relate that the charitable relief
I vate for the year ended June 30th hasz
exceeded the vote of the previous year
by only £853, and has exceeded the esti-
mate by only £691. I think this sperks
touns in a way we most desire. It shows
that the strong, the self-reliant, and
the able-bodied have come to this colony
to seek their fortunes, and have left the
weak and those in ill health behind them.
It is quite clear, from this statement,
that few —comparatively few —of the
persons who have come to this colony to
seek their fortunes have as yet become »
burden on the state.

Reasens for Excess Expenditure,

The expenditure, which T have just
stated to have been £1,823 863, no doubt
will look very large to hon. members—it
is nearly douhle what the expenditure
was for the provious year viz., £936,729.
This expendilure exceeded the estimated
expenditure by over a quarter of a
million, viz., by £251,357, so that hon.
members will know that when the next
Excess Bill comes before this House, it
will be very large, as compared with
the Excess Bill of other years. 1 may
say, however, that when the accounts
are placed before hon. members in a
state in which they can be scrutinised, I
feel sure that, taking into consideration
the rapid developments, and the circum-
stances that have swarounded the colony
for the last 12 months, the judgment
of this Hounse and the judgment of the
country will be that the past financial
year was not a $ime when the Govern-
ment should hnve hidden their money in
a napkin. The Government have tried,
during the past year, to keep pace with
great changes in the circumstances of
this colony which have been going on for
the last four ov five years, more particu-
larly during the past year. We have
been compeiled, we have been absolutely
compelled, and we have not hesitated,
to take the responsibility upon our-
selves, to spend large sums of money
without the authority of this House, as
you may see from the figures I have put
before you. We have tried te he
economical, and T am_ quite sure that,
when the accounts are before you, there
will be very few items irdeed, if any,
, that hon. members can place their
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fingers upon and say that the Government
bave not been careful and economical.
For myself and my colleagues, and more
particularly for myself, T say I am pre-
pared to justify in this House every item
of the expenditure that we have incurred
without Parliamentary sanction. The
estimated credit balance on the 30th
June last, as hon. members are aware,
was £15.876; but notwithstanding that
we have expended £2531,357 above our
estimate of expenditure, there was a
credit balance on the 3(th of June this
year of £312,064, instead of £15876,
as we had estimated. It used to be a
favorite theme in this House and out of
it that the Government were living be-
yond their means, that we were spending
more money than we were receiving;
and a good deal of trouble and ingenuity
was displayed in trying to prove the
fact, but the reply I have always been
able to give, and the reply I give now,
is that 1t is impossible for the Govern-
ment to be spending more money than
it has received, for when we entered
upon our duties as a Grovernment, at the
heginning of 1891, there was a credit
balance in the Treasury of £45,600;
whereas on the 30th June of this year
we had a credit balance of £312,064.
I think these facts will conclusively show
that we have not been spending more
money than we have been receiving, or
living beyond onr means. Wae have,
therefore, dwing the six years we have
been in office, notwithstanding that we
have borrowed £3,376,000, heen not only
living within our meuns but have in-
creased owr credit balance from £45,600
to £312,064—swrely this is satisfactory.

Imporis and Increases.

There ave several ofher important
matters I have to deal with in order to
place hon. members in a position to
understand, as far us I am able to place it
before them, the financial position of the
colony, before 1 come to what is, no
doubf, the more interesting part of my
statement, that dealing with the future.
I will refer now to the question of the
imports, and the exports, which, among
other matters, I have to place before hon,
members. 1 may say that, while our
financial year ends on the 30th June, the
year for which the imports and exports
are made up ends on the 31st of Decem-
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ber; thevefore it is not so convenient, or
indeed possible, to bring matters up to
date so well, for comparison as if all our
calculations were made on the one
basis. The imports for the past year—
that is the year ending 3lst December
last—have, as everyome is aware, Im-
creased enormously.  This is not to be
wondered at secing the large population
that has been attracted to the colony,
and the immense guantity of machinery
which has been imported for owr rail-
ways and also for our mines, besides the
immense importations generally. The
total value of imports for the year ended
December last was £3,774,951, ag against
£2,114,414 for the previous year, making
an increase in onr imports for the year
1895 amounting to £1,660,537. A few
of the principal items I will quote
for the informatien of hon. members.
The gold imports, that is soversigns,
amounted in value to £926,770, as
against £239,900 for the previons year.
This shows that we received back in
sovereigns all the gold we sent away. 1
never pose as a political econcmist, bus I
have no doubt there are a good many
persons in this House who fancy they
are, and who probably may be political
economists ; and it will be an interesting
fact for them to consider this question
and work it out, and perhaps they may
inform us, by and by, how it comes ahout
that, while our exports are so much less
than aur imports, all this gold that we
send away should also find its way back
mto the coffers of the banks here. For
my own part, I will not do more than
mention the fact. The impovts of apparel
and dvapery in the year ended December
last, were valued at £353,593, as against
£224,034 for the imports of these articles
in the previcus year. Theimports of rail-
way plant were of the valne of £180,734,
as against £144,203 for the previous
year. We imported beer, wines, and
spirits of the value of £179,667, as
against £125,714 in the previous year.
It would appear, from these facts, that
the people who are coming to this colony
are not all teetotalers.

Mg, ILLixgworTH : They are drinking
champagne now.

MRg. Sivesox : Becaunse they cannot get
water.

Twe PREMIER axp TREASURER
(Hou. Sir J. Forrest): Probably the
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scarcity of water on the fields may
have something to do with it  Irom-
mongery and havdware were import-
ed to the value of £152,778, as against
£107.29]1 in the previows year; and
machinery was imported to the value of
£171,857, us against £59,370 in the pre-
vious year. The most unsatisfuctory fact,
in looking through these returns of im-
ports is the large increase of articles of
tood capable of being produced in the
colony. That is a fact which I regret
to have had to 1elate on many occasions,
but I believe, and feel suwre, that this
state of things will not long continne,
und that, seeing the good prives ruling,
every effort is being and will he made to
supply the locul market.

Exports and Signs of [mprovement,

The exports, although fairly satis-
factory, are not increasing in anything
like the scale of our imports. The
exports for the yemr ended December
last were valued at £1,332,554, as
against £1,251,4006 for the previous year,
showing an increuse of £81,148. This is
made ap in the following way:—Gold,
£870,748 ; copper, £12,952; tin, £9,703;
pearls and peavlshells, £47,298; sandal-
wood—and I am glad to say the sandal-
wood export is recovering to some
extent — amounted to £30,863; wool,
£202,098; and timber, £85,146. T am
glad, indeed, to know, as hon. members
nlso know, that a great trade is 1ising up
in regard to our timber. In fact, it
seems to me the demand for our jarrah
and kari timber in London and other
large cities, for paving, will have such
an effect that probably in a short time
this will be one of onr greatest items
of export. 1 think nothing could
be more encouraging than that; and
a great deal of it 1s cdue to the fact that
we have given means of ecommunication
to 0 many places in the colony where
the best jarrah exists, which hitherto ib
was impossible to work. All along the
South-Westexrn Railway, and the rail-
way to Donnybrook, as well us along
the railway to the Collie Coalfields,
just about to be commenced, and along
the railway to Bridgetown —splendid
jarrah country exists. With these in-
creasing railway facilities I look torward
to a very large increase in this valu-
able export. I hope we will not leave it
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only to the citizens of London and the
citizens of Chicago and other places to use
this wood for paving, but that in our
own colony, pavticularly in the city of
Perth and the town of Fremantle, we may
gee the municipal councils taking ndvan-
tage of this wonderfully suitable product.
I should like to say, with regard to the
wool expori, that there were two ship-
ments, amounting to 1,835,141 lbs,
not included in the returns of wool
exports for the year, as these ships did
not leave until after the year had closed.
The export of wool, therefore, as the clip
for the year 18935, should be 10,115,694
lbs. aveirdupois, as against 9,432,876 1bs.
for the previous year, showing we lave
increased our wool production by 682,818
I am glad indeed to be able fo
vecord this fact. When I first saw the
figures it was very dishesrtening; but,
after investigating them and consulting
with the Collector of Customs, I am
able to show that, notwithsianding all
the difficulties the pastoral occupiers in
the Novth have had to contend with, they
seem to be holding their own in the
matter of wool production, and I hope
the increase will continne.

Shipping Trade.

The shipping trade is an index to the
general trade of the colony, and I am
glad to say the shipping has increased
very lavgely in the past yemr. During
the year ended December last, 918
ships, having a total tonnage of 1,578,553
tons, cnme to the colony, being an increase
of 197 ships and 249,475 tons over the
returns of the previous year. I should
like, before I leave this part of my
subject, to place on record my apprecia-
tion of the valuable and carefully pre-
pared reportof the Collector of Customs,
which I have had to refer to, and from
which I have gained the information I
have placed before the House.

Banking lnustitutions and Deposits.

In every year, in deuling with the
finances of the colony, it has been cus-
tomary for me to make a few observa-
tions in regard to the banking business
and the position of the Banks doing
business here. This is a very important
matter, and will be of interest to hon.
members. On June 30, 1895, there was
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in the local banks gold to the amount
of £1,128,037, and on the same date
this year the banks held gold fo the
amount of £2305,401, showing an in-
crease of £1,177,365 in twelve months.
There was also on deposit in the banks
on June 30 this year £4,347572, as
against £2,272826 Iast year, or an
increase of £2074,746. It appears,

therefore, when we sec the banks increase -

their indebtedness to the public to the
extent of £2,074,746 thai there must be
a good deal of money i circulation and
that the people have heen able to greatly
crease their deposits. Tt does not
appear, however, that the banks have
increased their advances to any great
extent, as the increase is not much over

£100,000.

The Post Office Savings Bank and Deposits.

Another item of interest, I think, and
also an item that is satisfactory, is that
dealing with the transactions of the
Government Post Office Savings Bank.
Hon. members of course recollect that
we have from fime to time altered the
Act dealing with the Post Office Savings
Bank, giving greater facilities to persons
to invest in the bank, and allowing
a larger amount to be placed there
by a single depositer. The amount
that a single depositor can place in
the bank in one year is, £150, and
he cannot deposit more than £600
altogether. That arrangement has, I
think, worked very well. The position
of this bank shomld be of very great
interest to hon. members as it is to the
Government. We all know that any
one who deposits his funds in the
Post Office Savings Bank has as his
security the consohdated vevenue of the
colony, so that, so long as there is a
shilling i the Treasury, so long is
the depositor certain of bheing pad
This Savings Bunk money has not been
utilised in the best way in the past;
and T think it may be utilised in a
better way and more to the advantage
of the community. The Government, in
order to effect the hetter use of this
money, have introduced n measure during
this session providing for its heing more
usefully and profitably employed. During
last year the transactions of the Savings
Bank showed a large increase.  On 30th
June, 1895, there were only 8,323 accounts
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open, while on 30th June of this yesr
there were 16,160 accounts open, or an
imerease of 7,837, which must be con-
sideved satisfactory. On 30th June,
1895, the Government owed to the
depositors in this bank £221,815, while
on 30th June this year the amount due
to them was £460,610, being an increase
during the year of £238795, the de-
posits having, in fact, more than donbled
mn amonnt. The total amount of deposits
received during the year was £520,015,
as against £217,930 for the previous
rear.  The withdrawals amounted to
£291,744, as agninst £143,679 for the
previons year. This, I think, is a
wonderful record, and if hon. members
carefully examine the fignyves they will
come to the same conclusion as I have
come in the moderate amount of time 1
have been uble to give to the subject.
Those figures show that the Savings
Bank, during the past 12 months, has
more than doubled its operations, and
looking at the measwe that we have
passed through this House during the
present session for utilising these funds,
1t seems to me that the Post Oftice Savings
Bank can be made of much more use to
the community withont in any way en-
dangering its safety.

The Agricultural Bank.

I shounld like to say a word or two in
regard to the Agricultwmral Bank. 1t is
merely a small bank at the present
time, having mno large transactions.
The principal notice that has been taken
of it in this House in the past has
been for ome or two members to
gneer at if, but I think the Agi-
cultural Bank and its elder sister, the
Homesteads Act, are doing good work in
the colony ; at any rate, whatever other
hon. members may think in regmd to
these two Acts, there are no two Acts in
the statute book that I have had te do
with that I am fonder or prouder of than
the Agiiculéwmral Bank Act and the
Homesteads Act. I believe they will
remain in force long after I am forgotten, .
and will be doing their work for the
good and advancement of this countiy
long after hon. members and myself have
passed away. The Agricultural Bank
Act has only commenced its useful career.
It has heen restricted, as I said the other
evening, by limitations contained in its
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provisions, but those restrictions are now
rvemoved. This Bank has been only 18
months in existence, and the cost of it
in that period has amounted to only
£1,527. The advances made by it have
amounted to only £7.020, but the
Manager has promised to advance
£11,080 move. For the £7,020 already
advanced 4,206 acres of land have heen
cleared, 2,468 acres have been ploughed,
and 6,858 acres have been ringbarked.
When the £11,080 which has been
promised to applicants shall have been
expended, there will be work done on
farms, in addition to that T have already
mentioned; as follows :—5,074 more acres
cleared, 5,466 more acres cultivated, and
6,249 more acres vingharked. I think,
siv, this is a good record for the 18
months’ working of this Bank, especially
when we take into consideration the
restrictions and the difficulties in the
way. [ believe that this Bank is only
beginning its career, and that the amend-.
ments that have been made in the Act
will add greatly to its usefulness.

Posts and Telegraphs.

T should like now to deal with a
department which has come in for a
great amount of, say, hostile criticism
from the general public. Lveferof comrse
to the Postal Department. This depaxt-
ment is not represented in this House by
its Minister. [Mr. Juuiveworrh: It onght
to be.] We cannot have every one of the
Ministers in this Hounse as the other
House must have at least one represen-
tative of the Government in it The
department of which T am speaking is
not represented in this House by its
Minister, and therefore I have to take
care that the Minister and his officers arve
not altogether wmrepresented nor mis-
represented by anyone in this House.
This department, as 1 said hefore, has
come in for a great deal of adverse
criticism, some of it probably deserved,
hut a great deal of it, I am quite sure,
not deserved. I will place a few facts
before hon. membevs in order that they
may see what this department has had
to contend with during the past year.
Tt is all very well to blame the depart-
ment, but we should not overlock the fact
that 1t has had to deal with an immense
rush of work, for which it was not pre-
pared. People may say that the depari-

{27 Avavusr, 1896.]

533

Financial Statement.

ment ought to have been prepared; but
whatever may be the force of that
rvemark, I do not think there is any
department in the public service that
has been strained to such an extent as
the Postal Department. I am not going
back to ancient history; T am only going
to deal with the year that closed on
December 31, 1895. If I were able to
deal with the figures for the last six
nmonths, T have no doubt T would be able
to show a better case for this department
than when dealing only with the year
1895. The figures for the past six months
came to me only this afternoon, and I
was not able to get them vendy for nse
to-night. The revenue for the year

-ended 31st December, 1895, of the Postal

and Telegraph Department was £112,654,
w very large revenne, as hon. mem-
bers will see; and the expenditure,
exclusive of the erection of buildings,
was £108,678; these figures showing
that the revenue really was a litile
more than the expenditure. When
I came to look at the fignres I cer-
tainly was amazed at the tremendous
number of letters, parcels, and other
documents that passed through the post
offices during the year. Hon. members
will be able to go into these figures when
I place the veport of the department on
the table of the House, as T hope to do,
on Tuesday next. I may, however,
mention that doring the year 1895
17,611,352 letters passed through owr
pust offices, as against 10,843,200 in the
previous vear, showing an increase of
6,768,152 letters ; of newspapers the
department dealt with 17996387 as
against 8,375,589 in the previous ye r
showing an increase of 8,620,798 news-
papers.  Then, of packets there were
cairied no less than 4,079,368, as against
3.14:3,008 for the previous year, showing
an increase of 936,360 packets. The
total number of telegrams sent during
the year 1893 was 720,992, as against
446,780 in the previous vear. Of these
the intercolonial telegrams showed an
increase from 139,983 in 1894 to 232,086
in 1895 ; while the cablegrams increased
from 4,235 in 1894 to 26,150 in 1895.
On the 31st December, 1895, there were
4,577 miles of telegruph poles in ex-
istence, carrying 5,670 miles of wire,
with 88 telegraph stations, including 15
new ones opened during the year.
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A Defence of the Department.
As 1 said just now, there is no de-
partment in the public service that has
had so great a strain put upon it, owing
to the rapidity with which its business
has increased, as the Postal Department.
This strain has arisen, not merely be-
cause there has been a large influx of
population, but because of the character
of that influx. Our increase of popula-
tion has arisen from adult people coming
here from the other colonies to seek their
fortunes ; and these people ave all letter-
writers and newspaper veaders. They
are, for the most part, intelligent men.
[Mr. GrorGe: Well educated.] Well,
they can all read and write, I suppose,
and their corvespondence has increased
the business of the post office more
largely than conld be accounted for by
an ordinary increase of population. Not
only has this department had great dith-
culties to contend with, but, taking it
altogether, those engaged in the postal
service bave shown—and I say it fear-
lessly—a devotion to duty that, speaking
as the head of the Government, I con-
sider is to be commended. As to the
Postmaster General, who has been burnt
in effigy, and treated scandalously at
times, I know him fo be an upright,
honest gentleman, and that there is not
a more efficient, zealous, or conscien-
tious officer in the Public Service.
He has had difficulties of =ll sorts to
contend with from want of accommoda-
tion, from the great length of the tele-
graph lines through wninhabited conntry,
and along coasts near the sea, and
from teams knocking down the tele-
graph poles, injuring the wires for
a mile or fwp, and the drivers never
taking the trouble even to report the
matter. All these things helped to throw
blame on the Postmaster General when
he was really not deserving of ik
Looking at the large transactions com-
nected with the Money Oxder Office and
the Post Office Savings Bank, besides
the post and telegraph business gener-
ally, I think very few people have an
idea of the magmtude of the operations
carried on under the divection of the
Postmaster (eneval. Perhaps 1 speak
more warmly than wounld be necessary
if the Minister vepresenting the de-
partment were in .this House; buf I
wish to say that, from the Minister
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downward, those employed in that
great department have shown a devo-
tion to duty which, whatever others may
say, I highly appreciate.

The Pastoral Industry.

I come now to another subject that is
interesting to most of us in this colony,
in regard to which I should like to say a
few words, and that is the pastoral in-
dustry. Last year I had a very dis-
hemtening story to relate in regard to
this important induséry; and even now,
although in some parts of the colony the
season has been fairly good, in others it
has been very bad. Indeed, T know
some places in the colony where the
drought is as severe at the present time
as during the great drought of some
years ago. Viewing the pastoral in-
dustry altogether, theve is an improve-
ment in the position, cansed by the
improved market for meat, owing to the
increase of popnlation, and also to the in-
creasein the priceofwool. LastyearThad
a good deal ta say inregard to this in-
dustry, but L do not propose to say very
much to-night, except that I fear the
position of the pastoralists in the North
is not, even mnow, satisfactory. Last
year I drew attention—and felt justi-
fied in doing if, although some persons
might think it was a matter that did not
concern the Government—to the action of
some financial institntions in continuing
to heap interest on compound interest
upon the half roined pastovalists. 1 do
not know that what [ said then has had
any great effect on those institutions; bhut
what is the use of their continuing to
heap interest on compennd interest hali-
yearly when, by doing so, they are
only deferring the day of veckoning?
That is the position of the pastor-
alists in the North. The financial in-
stitutions may not have acted harshly
towards them, but they have gone on ac-
cumulating compound intereston intevest,
so that the case of the pastoralists is made
almost hopeless.  Thavehad an interview
with some of them, and 1said [ should like
to give the pastoralists some hope that, if
they woulddo soand so, the financial insti-
tutions would meet them in an accom-
modating way. I believe, however, that,
with very few exceptions, nothing has
been done in that divection. I believe
one of the local institutions did give
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some concession; but 1 think that, as a
rule, the action of the financial instita-
tions towards the pastoralists is some-
thing like this, that they make heavy
charges for commissions of every com-
ceivable kind, and that heavy interest
and compound interest continunes to he
added half-yearly to the debt. I am
sure it will not nltimately benefit those
financial institutions to go on in this
way. I should like them to wipe off all
the interest that has acenmnlated, leaving
the debt as it stood to be paid by the
pastovalists. By taking that course [
believe that, not only would they save
many # good man from rain bué wonld
ultimately henefit themselves. If there
is any class in this colony who deserve
the sympathy of members of Parlia-
ment, it is those persons who, having
taken up pastoral areas, live far away
from the centres of population and
lead isolated and comfortless lives; men
whe, after years of toil and struggle and
difficulty, find themselves burdened with
debt and surrounded with embarrassment,
s0 that not only have they to contend
with bad seasons from time to time, but
they are weighted with a load of debt,
which they have little hope of being able
to pay off.

Land Settlement and Revenue.

Speaking for a moment in regard to
the aren of land held under lease from
the Crown, I find the avea of pastoral
ocenpation in 1886 was 128 million acres,
and i 1895 the area under pastoral lease
was only 86 million acres, and T am not
sure that it will not get less still. The
contlitional purchasers, I am glad to say,
do not suffer in the same way, for they
have increased the total area held from
485,947 acres at the end of 1894 to
525,019 acres at the end of 1895,
. Homestead farms have increased in total
area from 11,983 acres to 21,743 ncres,
and the number of persons holding
homestead farms has increased from 81
persons to 150; showing that 69 new
settlers have taken advantage of this
liberal and excellent law. The land ve-
venue of the colony for 1895 amounted
to £153,412, as against £85,492 for the
present year, and in these figures the
land sales are included. The principal
reason for this considerable increase is the
large number of town land sales on the
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goldfields. The area of land under cul-
tivation in the colony at the end of 1895
was 218,239 acres, being an increase of
25,042 acres over the previons year. This
is satisfactory, thongh I do not know it is
quite as satisfactory as could be desired ;
still we ave not going backward in re-
gard to cultivation, for we have got 25,042
acres more under cultivation than we had
last year. The number of horses in the
colony at the end of 1895 was 38,5006,
being an increase of 8,505 ; the namber
of sheep at the end of 1895 was 2,295,832,
being an incrense of 163,521 ; the number
of cattle at the end of 1895 was 200,091,
showing an increase of 12877. I may
explain, in regard to these statistics of
stock and coltivation, that for a long
time past this House and the Govern-
ment have not been altogether satisfied
with the way in which these statistics
were c¢ollected; and the (Government
propose this year, and have made pro-
vision on the estimates, to introduce a
more accurate system of collecting stock
and produce returns. T am not willing
to place too much reliance on the retnims
as obtained at present, though I believe
every care has been taken that was
practicable.

FPublic Works ©n2 P'rogress or Completed.

Among the public works now in hand,
I may mention that the Royal Mint and
the Observatory, in Perth, have been com-
menced, and I lhope that both these
buildings, in which I take a great per-
sonal interest, will soon be completed.
I am quite sure the establishment of an
Observatory in this colony will do an
immense deal of good, and will not only
be a great satisfaction toeveryone in the
colony, but will raise us to some extent
in the estimation of the scientific world.
Then, with regard to the Mint, it will
give some prestige to the colony, and
also be a most useful institution, for 1
believe it will save a considerable
amount of expense to the producers of
gold which they have had hitherto to
pay. It will also remove one difliculty
we have in dealing with the retwrns
of gold exported, for there are many
complaints at present as to gold not
being sent away immediately 1t is de-
livered for export, and there appear to
be delays from one cause or another,
and some is never entered at all. There
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nay possibly be credited to one month
some gold that has been produced in the
mnonth before, and so on, whereas, when
we have the Mint in Perth, the returns
received for each month will he far
more reliable than at present. During
the year we have completed a magnificent
lighthouse at Rottnest Island, and the
lighthouse at Cape Leenwin is nearly com-
pleted, and before the end of the year
will be altogether completed and in use.
1 think these two important lighthouses,
having an influence far beyond the limits
of the colony, are works we may all be
proud of. I remember when I first intro-
duced to this House the 13ill providing for
the erection of the Cape Leeunwin Light-
house, I said it would be owr tribute o the
people of the Eastern colonies of Australia
who had assisted us to obtain self-govern-
ment, I have always kept to that view,
and when asked by people why the other
colonies should not be requested to con-
tribute to the construction and upkeep of
that important lighthouse, I have always
said “No; this is the one great work
which we will constiuct and maintain
ourselves, and it shall be there as a
tribute to the people of the astern
colonies who assisted us when we
required ussistance in obtaining self-gov-
ernment.” I am quite sure that, besides
being an assistance to ships trading
along our coast, these two important
lighthouses will be a benefit for all time
to the thousands coming to Australia,
and will thus prove a national blessing.

The Future Revenue for 1866.7.

I have now dealt with nearly all the
items I intend to mention with reference
to the past. Itisalways much more agree-
able to deal with the future which no one
knows of, rather than with the past that
everyone has had some experience in
regard to. Having now dealt with the
past, I will referr to the futnre, dealing
with the revenue and expenditure for
the current year and with our prospects.
1 have already told hon. members, in a
preceding part of my speech, that we
hegan the financial year (st July, 1896)
with a credit balance of £312,064. The
revenue for the current financial year
ending 30th June, 1897, is estimated at
£2,425,000, being £566,305 more than
the actuzl revenue received last year,
and more than my estimate for last year
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by £1,113,850. The estimate, therefore,
that I made last year, on the 8th August,
is justa hittle more than half the amount
of the estimated revenue for the current
year. Hon. members who have satin this
House many years, and who are con-
versant with the affairs of the colony
during the last twenty or thirty years, or
longer, when they look back on the past
and think of the struggles and trials of the
early colonists, and when they reflect on
the days when Governor Weld was
here, and Mr. (afterwards Sir Frederick)
Barlee was Colonial Secretary, a period
which many of us, and 1 for one,
very well remember, and also reflect
that, at that time, the revenne of the
colony was not much over £100,000
a year, may realise what a change
indeed has come over the country, when
[ am able to inform hon. members that
the revenue estimated to be veceived in
the current year is £2,425,000.

Sources of Revenue.

The principal items of revenue esti-
mated to be received for the financial
yvearr ending June next are the follow-
ing:—Customs T estimate at £908,000,
being £127,099 more than our last year’s
receipts. If hon. members look into the
figures, I do not think they will regard
as an extravagant estimate, to get
£127,099 more from Customs than we
received last year. The mining revenue
we estimate at £255,500, being an
increase of £120,332. The land revenue
is estimated not to reach the vevenue
of last year by £33,573. I hope we
may be wrong in anticipating this
decrease, but this is the estimate of
the department. The land revenue is
estimated to yield £118,000, Dbeing
£33,573 less than we received last year.
Postages are estimated at £82,000, being
£18,1?98 more than last year. Telegrams
ave estimated nt £120,000, being £36,670
more than last year. The ralways, I
have much pleasure in informing hon.
members, are estimated to return
£734,000, heing an increase of £261,965
over the receipts of last year. The
stamp revenue we estinate at £80,000,
being £21,304 over last year’s receipts.
Water receipts we estimate at £29,200,
being £8300 less really than the receipts
of last year. That is caused by several
of the tanks from which revenue was
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veceived having Dbeen taken over by ' the other; that he would rather have

the Railway Department, and some
artangement 18 being  made with
that Departmeni to control them,

and probably to take possession of them
altogether. Havbour dues we estimate
at £14,000, an increase of £2,272,
licenses £20,100, being £4,733 over last
year's receipts, and many other items,
making, as I said before, a total of
£2,425,000.

Tariff Rendssions.

I now come to an interesting part of
my speech, specially connected with the
revenue, and thabt is the question of
amending the tariff. I bhave ne doubt
some of my friends in this House have
been waiting for this announcement of
the intention of the Government in
regard to the tariff, and 1 think ita very
opportunc time for me, when dealing
with the revenue of the colony, to also
deal with the question of the amendment
of the tariff. 1 may preface what T have
to say by this, which evervone will
probably admit, that seeing the great
obligations the colony is entering upon,
this is not the hest time to reduce
the vevenue. The people of this colony,
as represented in this House, have to
decide for themselves whether they will
have the facilities of transit—rail-
ways, and roads—whether they will have
wauter supplies, harboms, tfelegraphs,
hospitals, post oflices, and the various
public works going on thvroughont
the colony — they have to decide
whether they will have these works
going on; for if the people want nll
these things—and I say they do want
them, and I de not suppose there is a
man in this colony who will say we do
not want them—then we will have to
pay for them. And how can we pay for
them ? We must pay for them by con-
tributing to the vevenue. I have been
thinking over this matter probably quite
as much as, if not more than, most people,
and T have come to the conclusion that
if any man in this colony, whether he be
the richest or the poorest, whether he
be the highest or the humblest, if he
considers the matter thoroughly, he wili
come to the conclusion that he would
prefer to pay duties and have all these
facilities and all these public works
going on in the colouy from one end to

constant employment and good wages,
rather than have a little ¢cheapness in
the articles he uses, and perhaps no
work to do. It is all very well for some
hon. members when on the hostings—
and then we all have to say pleasant
things—to say the people want cheap
food; but, I ask, what is the good of
cheap food, if you have no money to buy
it? As T said just now, 1 am not a
great political economist, but there are
political economists in this House—at
any rate they think they ware so, and
that is very nearly the same thing—but
1T am not so sure that o country where

every thing iz very cheap is the very

best place to live in. My experience,
and T have had a little, is that T have
found that where food is cheapest the
people ave the most servile. Take a
country like India, or Ceylon, or other
snch places. [Me. Sivesox: Take a
white place.] The hon. member may be
able to give ns instances where food is
cheap, and where wages are very high.

[Mr. Sivpesox: In England.]  Well, T
know the condition of the working

man in this colony is fur sopevior to
the position of the working man in
IEngland. Thousands would like to trans-
fer themselves from there to heve, if
they could. Here the men have scope
for themselves and families; they can
feel they have something ronnd them,
somne space, and that they have a Fubure
before them, and & prospect of doing some-
thing for themselves and their tamilies,
whicl: very few In the old country, 1
regret to say, have——[Mi. Grorer: They
arve getting better over there. |—I do not
know about that—[Mn. Grorce: But 1
do.]—Well, perhaps they won’t come
here then, As T said befove, L am not
so sure that places wheve food is cheap-
est are the best to live in, noram 1 so
sare that the toilers will divect their
steps to such a country. 1 bhelieve that
the people of this colony would prefer to
have pleniv of work, penty of public
works going on, as we propose they shall
go on, vather than that we should tinker
with the tarift, reduce the revenne, and
put ourselves in such a position that we
could not carty on public works. That
being se, the Government do not propose
at the present time to remit many of the
tarift duties. We propose to rennt duties
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to the extent of something like £20,000.
Among the items we propose to place on
the free list ave agricultural machinery,
mining machinery of all kinds, and tools
of all kinds, and a number of other
articles—in fact almost all the articles
that aye required in local manufactures.
This list of remissions is a very small

one indeed, as hon. members will see;.

and it is not intended to be large; but
I beligve it will give satisfaction to
many people, that it will do good,
and be generally appreciated. As I
said before, the present Government
congider we will be acting in the best
mterests of the colony, and of everyone
living in it, if we continue our public
works policy, as shown by the Loan Bills
we have introduced, and are introducing,
as also by the estimates I have placed m
the hands of Mr. Speaker to-night. - T
can only say that, if these estimates of
expenditure were curtailed, then of course
we could easily reduce the Customs
revenue, bub so long as we intend to per-
form all these great public works—these
pressing works, then I say it is not
possible to do the two things, and the
decision of this Government is that we
will carry on our great public works
policy, and leave the Customs revenue
alone.

Reduction an Unmanufactured Tobacca.

There is & small matter connected with
the revenue which I should like to take
this opportunity of referring to—amaiter
which has caused a considerable amount
of discussion in this House and out of it,
and thai is the question of the duty
chatged on unmanufactured tobacco. For
several years past the proprietors of the
tobacco factory at Fremantle have com-
plained that the margin of profit was not
large enough. The duty is now 3s. on
manufactured tobacco, and 2s. on un-
mannfactured leaf tobacco. I have hither-
to, in this House, resisted the alteration
of this duty, as I believed there was a
sufficient margin of profit hetween the 3s
and 2s., and that the difference of 1s, was
sufficient to induce the indusiry to flourish
in this eolony, but for some time 1 have
come to the conclusion that this margin is
too narrow,and that the profitis not great.
Aftera careful investigation of the whole
matter, and after referring to the taviffs
of other colonies, and getting some
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actuarial caleulations in regard to it, the
Government have come to the conclusion
that some little alteration should be
made. We propose, therefore, to make
a veduction on unmanufactured leaf
tobacco of a 13d. in the pound, making
the duty 1s. 104d. instead of 2s. This
will place onr manufacturers of tobacco
in exactly the same position as those of
South Australia, where the import duty
is 2s. 9d. for manufactwred tobacco
and ls. 73d. for unmanufactured leaf
tobaceo, a difference of 13d. This con-
cession will not make much difference to
the revenue, but will be an advantage
to the proprietors of this factory, and
will also be acceptable to my friends the
members for Fremantle. 1 think that,
in existing circumstances, it is a reason-
able arrangement, and it will also satisfy
the manufactmrers, who have been
dissatisfied for a long time past, and
have complained that we have treated
them harshly. At any rate I have the
assurance of the proprietors that, if this
concession is made, and they ave placed in
the same position as the South Australian
manufacturers, they will be quite satisfied.
The estimate of revenue I have placed
before hon. members may appear large ;
it may appear a large expectation that
we should estimate to receive £2,425,000
from all somrces during the current year;
but, as an index as to whether the esti-
mate is a 1easonable one; I may state
that the revenue already received from
the lst July to the 26th August amounts
to £416,894, and comparing this with
the amount received in the same period
of last year, £193,960. You will therefore
notice that we have received up to this
date more than donble what we received
last year for the same period, and if it
coutinues at this rate we will receive
considerably more than ouwr estimated
revenue.

The Future Expenditure for 1896-7.

I come now to the expenditure, and I
am sure that, howeverinteresting the esti-
mated revenue may be to hon. members,
the proposed expenditure will be even
more interesting. That we should be
capable of providing for this immense
expenditure at the present time seems
to me almost marvellous. The expendi-
ture of & country, as I have pre-
viously remarked, always will, I am
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sure, keep pace with its revenue.
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In. | jetty extension, £6,000; Fremantle jetty

creased revenue means increased 1e- | extension, £6,000; Fremantle reclama-

sponsibilities, and the demands arve
enormous that are coming in daily upon
the Government. FEven now, after mak-
ing the immense provision upon these
estimates for public works all over the
colony, from one end to the other, theve
are many works we would like to under-
take which we are prevented from dealing
with this year. We have, however, cast
our eyes round about this colony, and we
ave fortunate in having in the Ministry
men who are conversant with various
parts, if not the whole of the colony, and
Ministers are therefore able to bring a
considerable amount of personal ex-
perience and knowledge to the question
of dealing with the wants of the various
districts, and we have tried onr hest
to meet the pressing wants of the
people in all divections. The estimated
expenditure is £2,720,426, which will
exceed the actual expenditure for last
yvear hy £896,563, and will exceed my
estimate of last year by £1,147920.
These are very large figures—figures
certainly that we have not been aceus-
tomed to in this colony previously. The
expenditure includes, besides the general
administration of the Government, an
immense number of works, buildings,
roads, railways, railway surveys, ete. 1
will vefer to some of the principal
warks : Miscelluneous services, including
£20000 for contributions to muni-
cipalities. This sum is gradually going
up; new municipalities are springing
up all over the colony, and we have to
give them one pound for every pound
they raise in rates. We are glad to be
able to do it, and 1 only wish they were
satistied with it; but they are not satis.
fied, for they make demands of all sorts—
for town halls, roads, recreation grounds,
fire brigades, and many other things.
For miscellaneous services, including
£20,000 for subsidies to Municipal Coun-
cils, we propose to expend £51,151.
Forharbours and jetties all overthecolony
we propose to expend £166,400; this
total inctuding, together with other
smaller items, the following:—Albany
jetty improvements, £6,750; Ashburton
jetty, £10,000; Broome jeity, £15,000;
Bunbury jetty, £4,000; Carnarvon jetty,
£8,000; Condon jetty, £4,500; Cossack
shipping facilities, £4,000; Esperance

! tion,

F

£6,000; Maud's landing jetty,
£9,000; Perth reclamation, £10,000;
Port Hedland jetty, &c., £10,000; and
Bunbury harbour improvements, £40,000.

Mg, IriscworrH : £40,000 where only
one ship comes in!

Bunbury Harbour Improvement.

Tue PREMIER axp TREASURER
(Hon. Sir J. Forvest): With regard to
the improvement of the harbour at
Bunbury, T should like to say a few
words. The Government consider the
time has wrived when an effort shonld
be made to place this port in a condition
to deal with the large export of timber
and coal and other produce for which it
is the natoral outlet. When the rail-
way to the Collie coalfields is completed,
and the present railway from Bunbury
to Donnybrook is extended to Bridge-
town, the ports of Bunbury and the
Vasse will be two of the principal
places for the export of jarrah and
other produce; and, in the opinion of
the Glovernment, it is our bounden
duty to give every facility that is
possible to assist producers. The Gov-
ernment have come to the conclusion
that a snm of £100,000 should be ex-
pended in giving hetter facilities for
shipping at Bunbury, and the sum of
£40,000 is therefore placed on the present
Estimates as a first instalment. The
Engineer-in-Chief is working out a plan
based on these fignves, by which a mole
will be constructed which will shelter
the present jetty and extensions; and,
for my own part, I hope and helieve the
result will be altogether satisfactory. I
may say there have been several proposals
placed hefore the Grovernment with regard
to the improvement of the harbour at
Bunbury; one was an inner harbour and
the other an outer harbour. There is no
doubt that something must be done,
unless we are to desert the place
altogether. An inner harbour has many
attractions to myself and to other people,
because, if completed, and proved success-
ful, there would be = safe and commodious
place for shipping in all weathers; but
I have come to the conclusion that, in
our present condition, and even in our
good circumstances, it would be un-
reasonable on the part of the people of
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these districts to expect that more than
£100,000 should be voted by Parliament
for making a harbour at Bunbwry, and
therefore I am not prepared to ask this
House to vote a larger sum at the present
time, or to embark on a project which
wonld be likely tocost more than £100,000
for the improvement of this harbour.
That being my view, I have had to get
rid altogether of the idea of an inner
harbour, which would cost probably
£400,000 and no rvesult could come
from it until the works were entively
completed. T have had to give my atten-
tion to the other scheme, which I think
5 of a move moderate character; and
the result has been that the Engineer-in-
Chief has been able to devise n scheme
by which a considerable improvement
in the harbour facilities at Bunbury can
be accomplished for the sum of £100,000,
which, us I have said, is the largest
sum | am preparved to ask this House
to consider at the present time. Of
course, it is not possible te do this work
quickly ; such works take time, and it is
a question whether so large n sum as
£40,000 can be expended in cue year;
but, if not, the unexpended halance will
lapse, and this House will be asked fo
vote it again next year.

Roads and Bridges.

The next item I will refer to is Roads
and Bridges, and for this 1 am glad to
be able to place on the Estimates n sum
of £168,700. No such sum as this has
hitherto found a place on the Estimates
for Roads and Bridges. It includes a sum
of £50,000 for distribution among the
varions Roads Boards throwghout the
colony, also n sum of £21,000 for the
Perth-Fremantle Road and £8,000 for
Port Hedland Road. It is proposed to
lay down a tramway from the jetty at
Port Hedland a few miles across the
marsh., It will be guite as cheap as,
if not cheaper than, a rvoad, and will
give the people in these disivicts, espe-
cially the producers, appliances for ship-
ping their wool, and also the large
number of stock now on the DeGrey and
other rivers close to Port Hedland.
Besides this, in the Estimates there is a
long list of speciul grants for Roads and
Bridges, amounting to £89,700. Last
year we expended £68,940 on Roads and
Bridges; this year we propose to expend
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£168,700, or £99,760 more than we
did last year. 1 am indeed glad—
nothing in these Estimates gives me
more pleasmre than to be able to place
this large sum on the Estimates, which
will be of so much advantage to the
producers of the colony.

Railway from York to Greenhills,

The next item in the Estimates of
works is Engineering Surveys and Rail-
way Construction, which amounts to
£40,500. We propose ount of this sum
to spend £20,000 on the railway from
Yok to Greenhills, which is estimated
to cost £40,000 withont rolling stock.
[My. Moveke : Hear, hear.] The reason
we place only £20,000 on the Estimate
is that i will not be possible to spend
more than that before the end of the
finuneial year, as permanent surveys will
have to be made, and the rails will have
to he obtained, and we think that £20,000
will be as much as we shall be able to
expend this year. The Government have
carefully considered this matter. We
know very well that this is an agricultural
railway, and that new railways have to
be viewed with great care if there is
nothing else but agricalture to depend
on for traffic.  'We know well that unless
the land is thickly settled, and a large
guantity is under cultivation, the chances
are that an agricultwal vailway will not
pay.  Still, after having visited the
loculity, and having the benefit of the
experience of persons who are conversant
with the place, we think we will not be
going far wrong in asking this House to
approve of thisrailway being built out of
current revenue. I am the more pleased
to be able to advocute this expenditure
because 1 think that the people of York
and that part of the comnbry have felt—
although 1 do not think there is any good
reason for it—that the present Govern-
ment have not been in sympathy with
them, and have not given them all the
advantages we could. I canonly say, that,
if 1 can benefit the people of York without
injuring anyone else, it will give me great
pleasure to do so.  Apart, however, from
these reasons, if there is uny place in
the colony where an agricultural railway
would be likely to pay, it is the one
from York to Ghreenhills, and the Govern-
ment, therefore, propose that the first
agricultural railway to be made out of
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revenue shall be constructed from York -

to Greenhills.

Railway Survey, Northam te Quelquelling.

We propose also to make a railway
survey from Northam to Quelqueiling.
I am able to say, from personal know-
ledge, that there is no place in the
colony where an agricultural railway
would be likely to pay better. From
Northam to Quelquelling is about 20
miles on the road to Goomalling, and
the route runs through an agricultural
eountry all occupied by farmers in small
locations, and is one of the best, if not
the best, area of agricultural land in
the colony. It is juat about the same
sort of land as that at Greenhills, the

only difference being that the line runs

from York for some distance throungh
large freehold properties, whereas the line
from Northam runs through land in the
hands of small owners.

Surzey for Railway from Pinjarrah to
Marradong.

We aiso propose te make provision
for the survey of a railway line from
Pinjarrah to Marradong, in the Wil-
hams district. We hope these surveys
will be .finished hefore the end of
the financial year, and that when we
next meet it will be possible for us to
ge on with this work out of cmrent
revenue; but we cannot make any pro-
mise with regard to that, as all will
depend upon the amount of money re-
quired after the surveys are made, and
also upon the money then available for
the work. At the same time, the Govern-
ment hope that, when this House meets
after the general election, it will be
found possible to proceed with the work
of construction.

Further Estimaies of General Expenditure.

I will now refer to a few other items
upon which we propose to spend money
during the year. Amongst these are hos-
pitals and quarantine stations, £66,735;
pelice stations and quarters, £85,500;
gaols and quarters, £8,790; industrial
schools, £4,000; defence buildings,
£3,000; libraries, museum, and ohser-
vatory, £14,750; Government House,
£7,250; lighthouse keepers’ and pilots’
quarters, £4,300; Customs buildings,
£28,930; Royal mint, £14,500; court
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houses, £23,010; post and telegraph
oftices, £67,035 ; buildings for Mines’ De-
partment, £30,400; building for Educa-
tion Department, £38,395; other public
buildings, £29,620; municipal buildings
and agricultural halls, £18,000; Fre-
mantle market buildings, £3,000; and
other items, making altogether an im-
mense number of works and buildings,
and extending over all parts of the
colony. It would take too long to go
further into the details of the Estimates,
but T should like to say that the increases
on railways and works, on the Mines’
Department, and on post and telegraphs,
are enormous; but hon. members will
see these figures for themselves, and T
therefore do not propose to deal with
them in detail. Comparing the Esti-
mates of Kxpenditure for this year
ander Ministerial Departments with
the actual expenditure of last year, I
find they are as follows:—We propose to
expend under special Acts and the Con-
stitntion Act £312,004, being an increase
of £68,372 over last year; His Excellency
the Governor, £1,035, which will be a
reduction of £37; lxecutive Council
£296, an increase of £81; Legislative
Council, £2,600, an increase of £523;
Legislative Assembly, £4,025, an increase
of £810; Colonial Treasurer, £397,645;
an incrense of £26,389%; Attorney General,
£39,361, an increase of £9,805; Com-
missioner of Railways, £1,447,114, an
increase of £541,745; Commissioner of
Crown lands, £49,391, an increase of
£12,542; Minister of Mines, £466,865,
an increase of £236,334. The total ex-
penditure under all these heads, each
head coverimg several departments, will
be £2,720,426, or an increase of £896,563
over the actunal expenditure of last
year. I have already told hon. members
that we began the year with a credit
halance of £312,064. 1 estimate the
revente at £2,425,000, and we, therefore,
expect to have available for expenditure,
£2,737,064. Ourestimated expenditure,
as I have told you, is £2,720,426; there-
fore the estimated balance on the 30th
June next amounts to £16,638. It is
no use, in this prosperous and growing
colony, to have money and mot to spend
it. There are no works in this laige
expenditure that are not necessary. I
have given my personal attention to them,
and only those works that ave absolutely
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necessary to meet the requirements of the
public have been included.

Comparison with ofher Colontes.

I should like to make a little com.-
parison between the money we have
available for expenditure this year—that
1s £2,737,064—and the amount that is
available in the great colony of Sonth
Australia. I find there is available for
expenditure this year in South Australia
£2,595,200, s0 that we, in Western
Australia, have £141,864 more available
for expenditure than they have in that
colony. Let us turn next to the colony
of Tasmania, and there we find they have
only £786,610 to spend, while we have
£2,737,064. These figures show that
things in this colony are not what they
used to be.

Harbour Works and Shipping Facilities.

The main policy of this Government
has always been to give facilities of
transit, both by land and sea. The rail-
ways we have constructed all over
the colony are evidence of our policy.
The seaward facilities include the great
harbour works at Fremantle, having for
their object the making of Fremantle the
first port of call in Australia, and these
works stand out as first 'n importance
on the seaward list. They were begun
when we were in humble circamstances
—in 1892; and our decision at the time
to start those works showed, at any vate,
that if our purse was small our hearts
were Jarge, and that we had some ambi-
tion, some hopes for the future. With-
out those hopes we would not have under-
taken these great works at Fremantle;
but we have undertaken them, and the
two great objects we all have in view are
to have a safe and commodions harbour
close to the metropolis, and also to make
Fremantle the fivst port of call for the
ocean mail steamers trading between the
old country and Australia. We have
been waiting patiently from that time
up to the present, and the harbour
works have been going on steadily. As
far as the Government are able to judge,
the harbour works at Fremantle will be
completely successful; but, until they are
completed, we must continue to suifer the
disadvantages, the great disadvantages,
we labour under at the present time of
being off the high road of ocean traffic.
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I firmly believe myself that we will not
have to wait much longer for the realisa-
tion of our hopes, for every endeavour
will be made by the Government to
hasten on the work; and 1 hope it will
not be long befove, at any vate, we have
the intercolonial shipping inside the
river. Last year the (Government pro-
mised to give better facilities to ¢the
producers all along the coast—to give
facilities not only to those who live
inland in the shape of railways, but to
give shipping facilities at the various
ports of the colony, so as to improve
the means for shippiung produce, and
thus give the producers in our colony a
chance of competing with the foreign
producers. If we have been a little slow
in this matter, we have not lost sight of
our promises. Jetties are being con-
structed, or are ahout to be constructed,
at all the important ports of the colony.
There are improvements being made,
or about to be made, at Wyndham
for giving better facilities in shipping
cattle; also at Derby work is being
carried out with the same object; at
Broome a large jetty is being erected ;
at Maud’s Landing another jetty is
being erected; at Cossack shipping
facilities are in course of construction,
but T am sorry to say itis dificult to give
good accommodation for ships at that
port, on account of the distance the
shallow water runs out from the shore;
at Condon we are making provision for
various improvements; at Port Hed-
land, not only is a large jetty being
constructed, but also a railway across the
marsh, while the Admiralty surveyer is
surveying the approaches to that harbouy,
and these works will give better means
of transii to the people on the Pilbarra
goldfields. Then again, at Carnarvon,
we have had a swrvey made and plans
prepared for making improvements in
the harbour; at Fremantle, Bunbuvy,
Albany,and Esperance Bay—everywhere,
in fact, from one end of our coasts to the
other—the Government are carrying on
harbour works, or have made provision
on $these Estimates for carrying them on,
our object being to put the local pro-
ducer in a8 good a position as possible,
so that he may be able to compete with
the foreign producer. We are anxious
to give these facilities to all places
throughout the colony.
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Railmay Department and its Expansion.

There is one large Department in the
State that I should like to say one or
two words about--the Railway Depart-
ment. I may begin by saying that the
expansion of our railways is one of the
most satisfactory signs of the times.
On the 4th February, 1891, I made my
first Financial Statement in this House,
and | expressed surprise at the vailway
receipts for the year 1890 having realised
£53,000. From that time to the present
the railway revenue has been increasing
largely. In 1894-5 we received from the
railways £293,485, while in 1895-6 the
receipts were £472,035, and in the present
year, as I have already said, we expect to
receive from ouwr railways £734,000.
This money is to be received notwith-
standing that we have assimilated the
freights from one end of the colony to
the other. T'he people on the goldfields
cannot now complain that they are pay-
ing higher railway rates than the people
on the coast. I must of course at once
admit that if, in spite of the revenue we
are receiving, the expenditmre hadex-
ceeded that revenue, there wonld not be
rouch to boast of ; but I will be able to
show that the revenue is exceeding the
expenditure, and that we have a splendid
record, testifying to the soundness of the
Government policy as regards railways.
The total amouni expended on railways
from loans and from current revenune is
about £2900,000, and the interest.and
sinking fund for this year—we need not

go further back—added to the working

expenses, amount to abont £600,000. As
I told you, the railway revenme is esti-
mated to produce £734,000 for this year;
and it therefore appears that onr railways
are at present paying their way, pro-
viding a sinking fund, paying working
expenses and interest on the cost of
construction, and, besides all that, con-
tributing a substantial sum to the con-
solidated revenue. I think this is a
fact that cannot be too well-known from
one end of the colony to the other.
It gives us great hope for the future,
and shows that if the Government of the
day are only careful in counstructing
railways in places where within a few
years they will be reproductive, as 1
think has been the case in the past, we
may look to their not only paying their
way, but even more than that.
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Gold Export.

I now come to what has bheen called
the main factor of our prosperity. It has
often been said in this House, by the
member for Yilgarn, and the member for
Nannine, and has also been said nof a
few times on the goldfields, that our
present position is entirely due to the
discovery of gold. I am quite prepared
to admit that; but, at the same time, it
must also be admitted that the Govern-
ment, with the assistance of Parlia-
ment, have done something by provid-
ing facilities and means for enabling the
people of this colony, and those people
who have come here seeking their
fortunes, to take advantage of the
gold discoveries. Wehave provided, even
in the remote and arid parts of the
colony, and in every place where
population has settled, railways, tele-
graphs, postal services, administration of
justice, water supply, hospitals, &c.—we
have done everything that was possible to
keep pace with the times, and to enable
these goldfields to be properly developed.
And although I am quite willing to
admit that the people who are developing
our goldfields are still labouring under
some disadvantages and some inconveni-
ences, particularly theabsenceof sufficierit
water, yet I think there is every reason,
even at this early stage in the history of
the colony, to try and forget the incon-
veniences and temporary difticulties they
have had to undergoe, and torememberonly
the great advantages they have received
in the facilities provided for develop-
ing the goldtields, in every part of
the colony. The export of gold for
the twelve months ended 30th June
last was 235,562 ocunces, valued at
£895,135, and the total export of gold
from the time we first found gold to the
present date has been 798,690 ounces,
valued at £3,035024. This gold has
been obtained from the following gold-
fields :—From Coolgardie and Yilgarn,
which include Coolgardie, Yilgarn, East
Coolgardie, North-East Coolgardie, and
North Coolgardie, the gold exported from
these five fields has been 471,121 ounces,
valued at £1,790,259 ; from the Muwrchi-
son, 195,127 ounces, valued at £741,484;
from Pilbarra, 104,685 ounces, valued at
£397,791; from Kimberley, £23,128
ounces, valued at £87,888; from the
Ashburton, 2,628 ounces, valued at

-
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£9,998; from Dundas, 2,004 ounces,
valned at £7,614; these exports of
gold altogether making a total of
798,690 ounces, valued at £3,035,024.
Prior to the introduction of self-govern-
ment in this colony, and when the
goldfields first came into notice, the
total export of gold did not exceed
about £180,000 worth. From the time
the present Government toock office it
appears these two things came together
—self-government and the gold discov-
eries—and they have been working
together ever since, and have resulted in
great advantage and prosperity to the
colony.

Indebtedness of the Colony.

There is only one other subject 1 pro-
pose to deal with before I conclude. I
have left it till the Jast becaunse it is one
of the most important, and that is the
question of the indebtedness per head of
the people of the colony. It is a matter
so important that I am sure every mem-
ber of this House, and every member
of the Government has given it carefunl
consideration. I know for myself I have
it always before me, because nothing
whatever would give me so much unrest
and be so painful to me as the thought
that I had been the means of burdening
the people of this colony with debt which
had not been profitable or reproductive.
The people of the colony, and sometimes
perhaps bhon, members, may think it is
no great responsibility for the Treasurer,
and especially when he happens also to
be the Premier—-to bring before this
House large schemes of expenditore
having for their object the promotion of
some good to the colony, as he supposes;
1 can, however, assare hon. members that
I fully realise the responsihility 1 am
taking in asking the people of thiscountry
to follow me in schemes that may bui-
den them with debt. That responsibility
is ever present to my niind. There is no
getting away from the fact that boi-
rowing money means getting into debt.
We all know how it affects us individu-
ally, and we all recognise the principle
that, whether it is the case of a country,
or the case of a private individual, the
money horrowed has to be repaid, and
the interest has to be forthcoming
periodically so long as the debt continues.
I am afraid that some people do not think
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sufliciently of this. I do not say that
members of this House, accustomed to
political life and its responsibilities,
do not think of it; but I am afraid
the people of the colony, when they
advocate huge works being constructed
from Loan funds, do not sometimes
think of it sufficiently. The public ac-
counts of the colony have to be watched
just as carvefully as a private banking
account. When the present Government
took office nearly 6 years ago, the public
debt at the end of December, 1890,
amounted to £1,284,079, or about £28 per
headof the then population. Thetotal debt
of this colony is now, according to the pub-
lished accounts which are in the hands
of hon. members, £4,736,572. [Mz. ILLixG-
worTH : Including the last loan ?] Yes;
including the last lean of £1,500,000
and all we have power to raise at
the present time. Following out the
practice I have adopted on previous
occasions, in order to arrive at the actual
debt of the colony on the 30th June last,
1 will deduct the sinking fund in hand,
amounting to £175,033, und surely it
gshould be taken fiom the public debt
as being money we can obtain to-morrow
if we want it. 1 also take away the
money we have in hand and actually
available as unexpended balances on
loans, amounting to £740,427. These
two sums amount to £815,460; therefore,
dedneting that amount from £4,736,572,
the gross indebtedness, we find onv
actual public debt on the 30th June, 1896,
arrived at by the same method as 1 have
used before, that is by deducting from
the gross debt the amount of sinking
fund and the moneys in hand as unex-
pended halances of loans, was £3,821,112.
Owr actual debt on the 30th June, 1895,
was £3,104,238, being at the rate of £36
per head of the population ; so that during
the past twelve months we have increased
our public debt by £626,874. But I am
glad to be able to tell hon. members that,
after having increased the debt by that
amount, the actaal indebtedness of the
population on the 30th June last was
only £31 per head, as against £36
per liead Jast year, and as against
£28 per head in 1891, In fact,
although we have horrowed all this
money our indebtedness las incrensed
only £3 per head during the 5% vems,
That is a very satisfactory statement to
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he able to make to this House. As hon. ~
membars are aware, our last appeal to |
the London market for three-quarters of
a million at 3 per cent. was very snc-
cessful indeed, for it 1realised £100 16s.
8d. per £100 bond, being the best price
ever obtained for an Anstralian loan.
That is o matter we may congratulate
ourselves upou.

Comparison of Indebtedness.

T will now compare cur present posi-
tion with that of the other colonies of
Australia, and in doing so I shall be able
to show that onr position is very sabis-
factory. The public debt of Queensland
at the present time is 32 millions, or
£70 per head of the population; the.
public debt of South Anstralia is 22
millions, or £62 per head of the popula-
tion; the public debt of New South
Wales is 62 millions, or £50 per head of
the population; the public debt of Tas-
mania is eight millions, or £30 per head
of the population; the public debt of
Victorin is 48 millions, or £41 per head
of the population; and the public debt
of Western Australia is four millions, or
£31 per head of the population. When
we remember another important fact,
that the debt of this colony at the present
time is not equal to two years of our
annunal revenue, while the debt of Victoria
15 equal to seven times the annual revenue
of that colony; the debt of Tusmania is
egual to 11 times ils vevenue; the debt
of Queensland is equal to nine times its
revenue; the debt of New South Wales
is equal to seven times its revenue; the
debt of South Aunstralia is equal to nine
times its revenne; and that the total debt
of the whole of Australia is equal to seven
times thetotal Australian annual revenne;
and when we remember also that we are
going ahead andareincreasing in numbers
and in the development of owr resources,
that we are, in fact, only beginning our
career as a self-governing colony; I do
not inyself see that there is any oceasion
for us to be afraid of onr indebtedness.
Of course we have often, in this House,
had the other side of the picture painted
for us in dismal colours; but 1T do not
intend to-night to go into that matter,
and I shall only ask this simple question :
Who, in the past, has been right? T do
not want to boast, but I simply ask, who
has been right all through these five and
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a half years in regard to the future of
the colony ¥ I wonder if some hon, mem-
bers in this House remember what they
said on the subject of the Loan Bill
of 1891, and the Loan Bill of 1894, 1
have arecollection of what some members
said—I will not mention their names
to-night, becanse I wish to be friendly
and courteons—Dbut if some hon. members
will read the speeches they delivered
on those occasions, well—1 do not think
they would like to makethe snme speeches
again. I think however, we may all con-
pratulate ourselves that the forecasts of
thie Government have been fully justified.

Indebtedness of other Colonies.

I shonld like, however, to say that
when | introduced the last Loan Bill, on
the 20th August, 1894, I estimated that
by the end of June, 1898, our population
wonld be 125,000, and that if we did not
borrow more our debt would then be
£36 per head. But alveady the popu-
ation, on the 30th June last was
122,420, there being still two more
years of that period to run, and the
present indebtedness is £31 per head. T
do not desire to-night—in fact it would
be very ungenerous of me—to compare
the position of this eolony with that of
any other colony for the simple purpose
of self-glorvification ; and my only object
in doing so is to place our position
clearly before hon. members, so that I
may dispel all fears from their minds,
not only in regard to the expenditure as
proposed in these Estimates, but also the
expenditwre under the Loan Bills being
considered this Session. In the past
we used to have to compare ourselves
with other colonies, and in doing
so we nsed to fry and compare
with them in some slight degree; but
the relative positions seem to be chang-
ing mow. Last year I said we had
already overtaken one colony and it
seemed to me we would soon overtake
another. That is a fact to-night. We
have already overtaken and distanced
the colony of Tasmania, and onr revenue
is already three times as great as hers,
while our debt is but one half of her
debt. In regard to the great colony of
South Aunstralia, we are now alongside,
as onr revenue is abreast of hers, while
our deht is but one-fifth of hers. These
are satisfactory facts which we cannot
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get away from, and which any hon
member enn examine for himself.

Review of the Posttion.

I have said now all I intend to say to-
night in regard to the financial position
of the colony. T have come to the end of
my story. It has been a long record, but
I think that, taking it all together it
is a satisfactory one. ‘There is not one
dark cloud of any magnitude that T can
see on the horizon; hut, for all that,
there is a great respousibility resting
upon all of us. I feel it heavily pressing
on me, and L am sure, in a lesser degree
perhaps, the responsibility must press on
every bon. member of the Honse. In
times of great prosperity we must be
specially on our guard not to sacrifice the
future for a little temporary advantage.
But there is the other side also; and
that is not to be afraid, and, by being
afraid, lose the great opportunities that
are within our grasp. Owr population
on June 30th last was 122420; and is
theve any reason why it should net go on
rapidly mereasing 7 The colony is only
becoming known te other places in the
world ; its reputation is only becoming
established ; and I see no veason why
the population that las come to us
during the last few years should
not come in very much larger num-
bers during the next year or two. Our
revenue is expanding at a marvellous
rate, as I have shown tonight. The
figures I have placed before hon. mem-
bers have been arvived af after much
cave.  They are not my figures only,
for they come to me as the results of
the investigations and the recommenda-
tions of the several departments. Still,
I have scrutinised them closely, have
reduced some of them, but in no
single instance have 1 added to them.
And, when we remember that, notwith-
standing the large proposed expenditure
of revenne for the year, over twoand a half
millions, there will also be an immense
expenditure of loan moneys going on in
this colony during the next three years;
when we also remember that our gold-
fields ave only just beginning to progress,
and that the gold obtained has been for
the most part got by seratching about heve
and there on the swface and from shallow
depths, and that the quartz crushing
machines are only beginning now to turn
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- out the gold; when we remember, too,

the difficulties these gold mines have
to enconnter in regard to a sufficient
supply of water, I ask: what will be the
vesult when we have overcome those diffi-
culties, and when n plentiful and good
sapply of water is provided for the mines ?
Lverything, as far ns 1 can see—and 1
do not wish to be too sangnine, but I
canmot help being sanguine with the
facts and fgmres hefore me—points to a
prasperens fature for this colony.

Conclusion.

In conclusion 1 desirve, on behalf of this
Government, to cordially thank hon.
members on both sides of the House, and
also the members of the other hranch of
the Legislatnre, the Legislative Couneil,
for the support and consideration you
and they have given to us during so many
years. I hope that the good feeling which
has existed among the members of this
House during all these years will con-
tinue in the future. Asfar as I am able
to judge, the path before us seems clear.,
I ask hon. members to go with us along
that path, full of bright hope and confi-
dence. Let our watchword be * Forward;”
let the timid and balf-hearted be left
behind ; and I firmly believe that, as in
love and war, fortune helps the brave,
g0 shall it be also with us, and we shall
be able to leave to those who come after
us “TPootprints on the sands of time”
which will remain to our everlasting
honour, (General applaunse.)

On the motion of Mr. ILLiNewoRTH,
the debate was adjourned until the next
sitting.

Progress was reported, and the com-
mittee obtained leave to sit again on the
next Tuesday.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned ai 9-56 o’elock,
p-m., until the next Tuesday.



